Irreversible neurotoxicity with acyclovir treatment of acute retinal necrosis Neurotoxicity is a rare but recognised side-effect of acyclovir, which typically occurs in those with cancer or renal failure. We report a case of hand paraesthesia in a man who received intravenous acyclovir for acute retinal necrosis. This case is unusual in that it occurred in a healthy man and its effects did not completely reverse.
Case report
A 64-year-old woman was referred with ptosis of the left upper eyelid of 2 months' duration (Fig. 1a) . (Fig. 1b) . Moreover, there were cerebral lesions, suggestive of metastatic disease.
At surgical exploration, a brown-black mass was found infiltrating and replacing the levator muscle. An excisional biopsy specimen measuring 3 X 1.5 X 1.5 cm was removed and examined (Fig. 2a) . Histological examination showed a malignant melanoma morphologically identical to the cutaneous melanoma excised earlier (Fig. 2b) . Additional tumour clonality analysis was performed by identifying X-chromosome inactivation with a polymorphic DNA marker. DNA was In our case, a metastasis of this malignancy infiltrated the left levator muscle which led to ptosis of the upper lid. Ptosis secondary to orbital metastases of skin melanoma has only been reported in two patients by
Orcutt and Char/ but this is -in our opinion -the first report of ptosis as the presenting sign.
Recent-onset unilateral ptosis in a patient with a history of neoplastic disease, e.g. cutaneous melanoma, should alert the clinician to the possibility of orbital metastasis.
